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April 8, 2016

To whom it may concern:

This is to express my personal endorsement of the Catholic discipleship ministry named New
Leaven.

Here at Our Lady of Good Counsel (OLGC) parish in Plymouth, MI, we are energetically
approaching the work of the new evangelization through the lens of encounter, grow, and
witness. We are of the mind that countless Catholics, of their own admission, have not had a life
changing encounter with the Person of Jesus. Many of them, again of their own admission, have
been sacramentalized but not evangelized, even though they have attended Church for many
years. Once they have the encounter, the question then becomes how can they continue to grow
as intentional disciples of Jesus, so as to put on His mind and grow into spiritual maturity?

New Leaven, under the wonderful leadership of Deacon Bob Ervin and Paco Gavrilides, is one of
the best and most thorough resources I have seen to date to help bring about that growth and
maturity. Rooted in God’s Word in Scripture, and drawing heavily on the work of St. John Paul
II, New Leaven addresses in depth the critical dimensions of our lives that often become
obstacles to real spiritual maturity. I have had the good pleasure to work with and alongside both
Deacon Ervin and Paco for many years now, and I have seen not only the witness of their own
personal walk with Jesus, but the fruit they have been able to generate, under the inspiration of
the Holy Spirit. We have been honored at OLGC to be one of the pilot parishes involved with
New Leaven and I can state first hand that many lives have been significantly changed in and
through it!

In His love,
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