ARCHBISHOP OF DETROIT

6 March 2019

Deacon Bob Ervin

via email — bobervin@ymail.com

Dear Deacon Ervin,

[ am gratified to hear of the high regard New Leaven has among pastors and lay
leaders who have taken advantage of this apostolic initiative. It seems to be a common refrain
that after an initial encounter with Jesus, growing Catholics can begin to wonder what the next
step in their faith journey should be. New Leaven offers a way to take that step.

It is particularly important that Christians who are resolved to follow Christ more
closely, not do so in isolation. Indeed, too many Catholics today are feeling that they are
walking with Jesus alone, without the joy of companionship and mutual support that he
desires for his people.

Hearing of the success you have had in helping parishioners to grow together in their
desire to follow and witness to Christ is particularly edifying to me. Please be assured of my
continued prayers for your ministry.

Entrusting you to the intercession of St. Anne, our patroness, I remain

Sincerely yours in Christ,

*W )
The Most Reverend Won

Archbishop of Detroit
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